REMARKS BY
 H.E. MR AKIO EGAWA, AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN
ON THE OCCASION OF THE GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR THE REMANUFACTURING FACTORY FOR
 HITACHI CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY ZAMBIA
LUSAKA, 2ND JUNE, 2011

Your Excellency Mr. Rupiah Bwezani Banda, the President of the Republic of Zambia,
Hon. Felix Mutati, MP, Minister of Commerce, Trade and Industries, 
Hon. Peter Daka, MP, Minister of Science, Technology and Vocational Training,
Other Ministers present,
Officials of the Zambian Government,
Mr. Yukio Arima, Vice President, Hitachi Construction Machineries,
Mr. Joichi Sasaki, Director and Senior Executive Officer, Konoike Construction,
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my utmost pleasure to share this memorable moment here with all of you to mark the groundbreaking for the construction of the remanufacturing factory of Hitachi Construction Machinery. Indeed, it is epoch-making since this factory will be the first major foreign direct investment (FDI) from Japanese industries in many years. I should like to congratulate Hitachi Construction Machinery for making the wise decision to invest in Zambia. Furthermore, I would like to extend my felicitation to the Government of the Republic of Zambia since Hitachi’s decision indicates Zambia’s attractiveness as investment destination on account of its peace and stability and improved investment climate as well as its great potential for economic development as a regional hub.
Your Excellency, Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Japan is determined to strengthen its support to boosting economic growth of African countries through investment and trade, official development assistance (ODA) and other means. At the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD IV) held in May 2008, our Government announced a goal to double Japanese private sector investment to Africa by 2012, together with a pledge to double our ODA to Africa by 2012. I am pleased to report to you that the five-year average value of Japanese private sector investment to Africa through 2009 was 4.2 billion USD, thereby temporarily exceeding the target of 3.4 billion USD through 2012. The total amount of Japan's ODA disbursed to Africa last year reached a provisional value of 2.05 billion USD, also exceeding the target amount.  
As for Zambia, we have stepped up our efforts to encourage Japanese businesses to do business and invest in Zambia and several Japanese economic missions have visited Zambia during the past couple of years. It was during the visit of one of those missions in January last year when Hitachi Construction Machinery revealed its plan to construct this factory. I am sure the factory will become a valuable booster for Zambia’s mining sector and make a significant contribution to job creation and the economy as a whole.
I understand that one of the distinctiveness of this factory would be the skills transfer activities for the workers. Such an approach is indeed very characteristic of Japanese manufacturers. Without a high quality work force, there would be no high quality products. And in order to attain a high quality work force, long-term, steady and committed skills transfer activities need to be carried out. I believe the factory will generate many skilled workers in years to come and contribute to the enhancement of technical capacities of the Zambian work force in general.     
Your Excellency, Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Japan is now faced with unprecedented challenges caused by the earthquake and the tsunami disaster which occurred in March this year. Nevertheless, the Government and people of Japan are making every possible effort to overcome this crisis. I would like to take this opportunity to express the sincere gratitude of the Government and people of Japan for the warm sympathy and firm solidarity extended to us by the Government and people of Zambia. We shall never forget it.
Despite the difficult situation, Japan will continue to take an active role in enhancing world peace and prosperity. At the Third TICAD Ministerial Follow-up Meeting held last month in Dakar, Foreign Minister Takeaki Matsumoto articulated Japan's firm intention to strengthen the solidarity between Japan and Africa more intensively than ever. The Government of Japan remains committed to continued cooperation with Zambia for the promotion of the economic and social development of the country. As Foreign Minister Matsumoto declared, “Japan is open for business”, and you are now seeing the tangible proof of it by the commencement of construction of this factory.  
In closing, I wish to express my sincere hope and trust that with the unwavering support from the Government of the Republic of Zambia, as evidenced by the presence of His Excellency the President at this occasion, and with the dedicated commitment of the construction team led by Konoike Construction, the factory will be completed and launched as scheduled. It is also my hope that the factory, when completed, will further strengthen the cordial friendship existing between Japan and Zambia.
Thank you very much for your kind attention.
(END)
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